CHARTER MIMBERS OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
orgenized May 2, 1834

It was on May 2, 1834, that a cmall group of pﬁople gathered in the towmn of
Warren to organize the first Baptist Caurch of Warren., The records vary some-
what as to the names of these firet Baptlists but the following list is as authen~
tic as possible:

ﬁaxy Comstock Flishs Doty Hannan Geer

Buma Comstock Polly Doty Oliver ¥, Shaw
lrs Louiza ‘Wheeler ‘ Williem Horse laria VYiaters Shaw
Pond Curtis Elizabeth Horse Polly Waters
Parmelia Curtis We Gildersleeve Polly 3trong

Fannie Curtis

#ho were these people and how did they happea te be in Warren in 1834, ready
to unite in & Daptist organization? COur definite Information is meager, pieced
together from various fragments,

Warren, in 18%4, wes e town less than 40 years old,. In 1785, to encourage
settlers to come to thie region, the State Legislsture had decreed thst 2 towm
should be surveyed and lald out in streets and lots at the mouth of the Conewango
Creek, this town to be called "Warren". There was no separate ccnnty government
until 1818, The early sdventurers down the Allegheny ERiver, ilhe surveyors, the
Queker missionaries from Philadelphiaz sent to the Cormplanter Indisns, hed report-
ed back favorebly on the Allegheny country to reletives and friends in the esst,
Langing Wetmore of Werren, i his "Reminiscences® tels the story of John Chapman
{later known as Johhny Appleseed because he went about planting apple seeds snd
setting out apple trees) He set out from the Wyoming Valley (Pa,) on foot snd
alohe in November 1797 to come by the overland route. The greal dangers and hardehi
shipe of the journey are described but he arrived in this viecinity about & month
later. For some time he meintained an apple tree nursery nesr by which remained
for years to come.

Beny Scoteh-Irish as they have been called immigraﬁed to Americe in search of
freedon, ag meny as 25,000 coming in the years 1771-1778. With other hsrdy pioneers
fron Hew York end Hew Pngland they pushed westwsrd over rough, primitive roads
until the upper waters of the Allegheny were reached. Then with the aild of canoces
and flatboats they floated thelr wives, children and household goods down the
strean while their horses and cattle were being driven or led along ite banks.
Olean was then famous as tihe usuel place of embrakation for & trip down the Alle~
gheny, for thousands, even, who did nol propose fo steop at Werren or any sther
point along the river bul who continued on their way to more fertile lands end a
miider climate in Ohio, Indig oot *311noia.

Cccasionally the populatica maa “Tiereased by small parties who ascended the
West Brench of the Susguehanus “end yianamahnning Creek as far as they could go
in cences and then struck boldly scross country to the Allegheny. OSome of our
Baptist brethren came with one of the groups of gettlers frow Camden, Oneida Co.,
N,Y, who arrived here 1n 1816 and in 1834, About 1832 people from Alsace, Frence,
beran to come in groups to this area, Among them we recognize neames now familisr
in Wervep - Lesser, Leonhart, Cfferlee, Mecsner, By 1834 Warren was 2 village
with a population of 3568 people with ebout 100 houses,some of them log, They were
a hard working pecple, with ncpne of great riches.

There seems Lo have been no religious worship regulerly before 1818, In that
year Abner Hszeltine came to Warren., He had beeh in the habit of attending church



in his former home in Vermont se he invited any who desired to do s¢ to come

to his home on funday and he would read a sermon Lo those assebbked., This led

to the organizatlion of & Presbyterian church in 1822, It is most likely that

the Paptiste of the community had been gathering together 1n & similar nanmer
before their orgenization in 1884, ', Gildersleeve. & traveling preascher

2

Wim, Gildersleeve, a traveling preacher and micsionary, one of our Baptist groug, -
had, no doubt, been influential in bringing the Baptists together. : <
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he was digging a well on his land on Quaker illl in 1834,

There were taree Comstock sisters in the Bsptist list. Their father Adanus Com-
stock had come here in 181¢ from Oneida Co.,8,Y. His daughter Loulza Ccastock,
born about 1817, hed married the innkeeper, lsaac Wheeler who had also ccue from
Oneida Co. Isaac Wheeler died in 1881 having contracted Eholera on the siecsmer,
Mt,Vernon, between Cincinneti snd St.louls. In 1834 Hary Comstock, bern iu 1820,
lived with her sistfer Loulza Wheeler at the inn and it is likely that Eama did
also, Emma laber merried Mr Blackman and went to Iowa in 1853,

Elisha Doty was born sbout 1778 in New York Cdsbe. When he ceme to Warren we do
not kmow but he lived in Conewangoe Twp. with his wife Polly who died in 1842,

Asa Geer the father of ilannah Geer was a Revolutionary soldier from Connecticut,
born about 1758, He was in Warren Co, as esrly as 1808, died in 1836 and is burled
in Starbrick cemetery, Hannah Geer was hls 14th child, ©She married Er.Brown and
moved to Hychigan.

Oliver W, Shaw is listed in tae 1880 census., He married laria Waters in 18583

just the year before they became charter members of the Baptist Church in 18384..
Polly Waters is no doubt Nrs Shaw's sister. WNr Shaw went West in 1852 and sent
back letters which were published in the Warren Heil. He died in Stockton, Cal,,
in 1880, Of Wa, Horse snd Fliza Horse and Polly Stromg I aave no definite informa-
tion s yet. :

When we note irom the foregoing the number of deatha thal occurred and the
nurber that went on farther west from this little Daptist group we do not wender
8t the difficulties of the next fow years and the courage regulred to hold together
when there was no regular paestor until 1842 and they met at the Court House and
leter st the Academy, having no church bulldingfor twenty five yesrs, not uatil
1869, when the church bullding was brought from Klantone and reerected ou Liberly St
next to the pregent Y..C. .

An act was passed by the Pehnsylvania State Legislature
April 18, 1795, providing for laying out of towns at

Presque Isle, at the mouth of the Conewango Creek and Kell G, 811
at Fort Le Boeuf. March 186

Relating to the town to be laid out at the mouth of the
Conewango Creek;~ Commissioners to be appointed by the
Governor shall survey 300 acres for town lots, 700 acres
for out lots. No tomn lot shall bentain more than 1/3
acre, no out lot mobe than 5 acres, reservations for
public uses not more than a total of 10 acres, the town
to be called "Warren".



